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ЗАВДАННЯ
І етапу Всеукраїнської олімпіади з англійської мови

11 клас (6 сторінок)

Listening   for 11th Form Students

Text 1: “Owning Books”

               (From William Lyon Phelps, 

Glossary: 
Punctiliousness – скрупульозність

Annihilates – повністю знищувати, анулювати

      The habit of reading is one of the greatest resources of mankind; and we enjoy reading books that belong to us much more than if they are borrowed. A borrowed book is like a guest in the house; it must be treated with punctiliousness, with a certain considerate formality. You must see that it sustains no damage; it must not suffer while under your roof. You cannot leave it carelessly, you cannot mark it, you cannot turn down the pages, you  cannot  use it familiarly. And then, some day, although this is seldom done, you really ought to return it. 

      But your own books belong to you; you treat them with that affectionate intimacy that annihilates formality. Books are for use, not for show; you should own no book that you are afraid to make up, or afraid to place on the table, wide open and face down. A good reason for marking favorite passages in books is that this practice enables you to remember more easily the significant sayings, to refer to them quickly, and then in later years, it is like visiting a forest where you once blazed a trail. You have the pleasure of going over the old ground, and recalling both the intellectual scenery and your own earlier self. Everyone should begin collecting a private library in youth; the instinct of private property, which is fundamental in human beings, can here be cultivated with every advantage and no evils. One should have one’s own bookshelves, which should not have doors, glass windows, or keys; they should be free and accessible to the hand as well as to the eye. The best of mural decorations is books; they are more varied in color and appearance than any wallpaper; they are more attractive in design, and they have the prime advantage of being separate personalities, so that if you sit alone in the room in the firelight, you are surrounded with intimate friends. The knowledge that they are there in plain view is both stimulating and refreshing. You do not have to read them all. Most of my indoor life is spent in a room containing six thousand books; and I have a stock answer to the invariable question that comes from strangers. This reply is both true and unexpected. 

Write if the statements are true or false: 
1. One of humanity’s greatest resources is the habit of reading books. 

2. Borrowed books are the most enjoyable to read.

3. A borrowed book should be returned. 

4. In the author’s opinion you should mark up your own books. 

5. When you read a favorite passage in later years, you can recall your earlier self. 

6. People should begin collecting books for a private library when they are young. 

7. Keys, doors and glass windows should be on all bookshelves. 

8. Books make better decorations than wallpaper. 

9. Being surrounded by your own books is like being surrounded by family. 

10. In the author’s opinion you should read all the books you own. 

Choose the correct answer: (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D)

1. You should treat a borrowed book like:

A.  a friend.

B. a stranger.

C. an acquaintance.

D. A guest.

2. Borrowed books must be treated with punctiliousness, with certain:

A. formality.

B. wonder.

C. reserve

D. caution.

3. You cannot use borrowed books:

                                        A. carefully.

                                        B. thoughtfully.

                                        C. familiarly.

                                        D. meticulously.

4. People treat their own books with:

                                         A. loving care. 

                                         B. indifference.

                                         C. careful restraint.

                                         D. attentiveness.

5. According to the author books are for use, not for:

                                         A. play.

                                         B. show.

                                         C. work.

                                         D. nothing.

6.Marking favorite passages in books allows you to remember: 

                                         A. where you stopped reading.

                                         B. questions.

                                         C. hints.

                                         D. important parts.

7. Owning books cultivates the instinct for private property with every advantage and:

                                         A. no evils.

                                         B. no worries.

                                         C. no problems.

                                         D. no cares

8. Books have the advantage of  being:

                                           A. unique collections.

                                           B. silent friends.

                                           C. separate personalities.

                                           D. distinct identities.

9. How many books does the author have in his library?

                                           A. 600.

                                           B. 6.000.

                                           C. 16.000.

                                           D. 60.000.

10. When people ask if he’s read all his books, he responds:

                                          A. “Most of them twice”.

                                          B. “Some of them once”.

                                          C. “All of them once”.

                                          D. “Some of them twice”.

Reading  for 11th Form Students
Text 1. (From Sister Carrier by Theodore Dreiser) 
   When Caroline Meeber boarded the afternoon train for Chicago, her total outfit consisted of a small trunk, a cheap imitation alligator-skin satchel, a small lunch in a paper box, and a yellow leather snap purse, containing her ticket, a scrap of paper with her sister’s address on Van Buren Street, and four dollars in money. It was in August, 1889. She was eighteen years of age, bright, timid, and full of the illusions of ignorance and youth. Whatever touch of regret at parting characterized her thoughts, it was certainly not for advantages now being given up. A gush of tears at her mother’s farewell kiss, a touch in her throat when the cars clacked by the flour mill where her father worked by day, a pathetic sign as the familiar green environs of the village passed in review, and the treads which bound her family so lightly to girlhood and home were irretrievably broken. 

   To be sure there was always the next station, where one might descend and return. There was the great city, bound more closely by these very trains which came up daily. Columbia City was not so very far away, even once she was in Chicago. What, pray, is a few hours – a few hundred miles? She looked at the little slip bearing her sister’s address and wondered. She gazed at the green landscape, now passing in swift review, until her swifter thoughts replaced its impression with vague conjectures of what Chicago might be. 

Write if the statements are true or false: 
1. Caroline has never been to Chicago before. 

2. Caroline has had a lot of different experiences in the world.

3. There are many good opportunities for Caroline if she stays at home, but she would rather leave. 

4. Caroline cried when she left her home. 

5. If Caroline gets off at the next station, she will not be allowed to return back home. 

6. Carolina has a lot of luggage with her on the train. 

7. Caroline’s father work’s at the flour mill. 

8. Carolina is smart, outgoing, and not shy at all. 

9. Carolina is going to Columbia city. 

10. There are trains every day from Caroline’s town.

Text 2 (Extract from the Nobel Prize speech of Alexander Solzhenitsyn)
      Who would be able to bring home to a bigoted and obstinate human being the distant grief and joy of other people, the understanding of relationships and misconceptions that he has never experienced? Propaganda, compulsion, and scientific proof are all powerless here. But fortunately the means to convey all this to us does exist in the world. It is art. It is literature. Art and literature can perform the miracle of overcoming man’s characteristic weakness of learning only from his own experience, so that the experience of others passes him by. Art extends each man’s short time on earth by carrying from man to man the whole complexity of other men’s life-long experience, with all its burdens, colours and flavour. Art re-creates in the flesh all experience lived by other men, so that each man can make this his own. 

Choose the correct answer:
1. Solzhenitsyn believes that:

A. stubborn human beings are locked in their prejudices and will never change. 

B. governments should force people to treat each other humanely.

C. people may change their minds about people they dislike if they read about their difficulties and problems.

D. scientific research will change people’s minds. 

2. According to Solzhenitsyn, “man’s characteristic weakness” is: 

A. his failure to see through propaganda

B. his inability to lean from anything but his own experience. 

C. the short period of time in which he is alive.

D. the limitations of his capabilities.

3. Art and literature are miraculous, because they: 

A. allow men to experience the lives of others in all their complexities.

B. make changes in government.

C. can be used as propaganda.

D. make men happier with their own lives.

4. When Solzhenitsyn speaks of “ bigoted and obstinate” human beings, he means:

A. those who hate art.

B. those who believe only in science.

C. those who compel  others to follow them.

D. those who are prejudiced because of their narrow experience.

5. “Art re-creates in the flesh all experience lived by other men, so that each man can make it his own. This statement means:

A. an artist can never create a true-life experience through his stories.

B. a story may retell a person’s life experiences so near to the truth that the reader may also experience that person’s life.

C. an artist can only tell a make- believe story from his imagination.

D. artists can only create from their experiences. 

Text 3. “The Problem of Environment in GB”.
   At the end of the 1980’s Britain became more conscious of the fact of degradation of the environment. Two incidents in1988 triggered a major shift in attitude to this question. One was the death of hundreds of seals in the North Sea as a result of a pollution related virus. The other was a scandal concerning the intended dumping of a shipment of toxic waste in Britain. Suddenly, the public was aware that Britain was rapidly turning into a wasteland. All political parties  suddenly began talking about the environment. In the elections of 1989 the Green Party attracted over 10 percent of the national vote. 

      As a result, the problems of environment required close government control and planning in order to protect and regulate all aspects of environment use. The excessive use of nitrates in Britain’s agriculture and the emission of carbon dioxide by industry and transport pose a dilemma for any government between environmental loss and economic gain. Recently an investigation team from the “Sunday Times” showed that the level of river pollution is rising to dangerous levels, with 10 percent of Britain’s rivers no longer able to support fish. Among the leading pollutants are major companies, which are seldom prosecuted. Penalties, for pouring toxic waste into rivers are usually less than the profit such companies can make by ignoring the legislation, and less than the cost of finding safe means of toxic waste disposal. 

      It’s time to recognize that the polluting combustion of fuel causes acid rain and global heating (“the greenhouse effect”). In 1993 the government committed itself to a 30 percent reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by 2005. But this project is very expensive. The British are discovering that a cleaner environment costs a lot. 

Questions:
1. The death of seals in the North Sea…

A. was the effect of pollution

B. is Britain’s main problem

C. made headlines in the “Sunday Times”

D. was looked over by the public 
2. The author is writing about …

A. the glories of the environment

B. the dilapidation of the environment 

C. animals and their connection to the environment

             D.  the history of British law
3. The greenhouse effect …

A. can save the planet

B. is caused by plants and animals

C. is important legislation

D. heats the planet

4. Which of the following is true?

A. The pouring of toxic waste into rivers carries a stiff penalty.

B. The “Sunday Times” is the most trusted paper in Britain. 

C. The Green Party is the most popular political party in Britain. 

D. Major companies are the cause in many cases of Britain’s pollution problems.

5. The British people are discovering that…

A. the companies that make their goods are killing the planet.

B. carbon dioxide emissions are bad for the environment.

C. it takes money to clean up environment pollution.

D. government doesn’t care about the environment.

10-11 класи
1. In 2012 Ukraine is going to host the football Euro championship. Write an article about:

· what towns will take part in this event;

· what Ukraine do  to prepare for the event;

· why it is so important for us to hold this championship.

2. You are graduating your school this year and plan to study further or start working.

· What profession do you dream to choose?

· What should be done for this?

· What are your plans for future?

3. Write how important in your life friendship is. 

· Describe the characteristic features of your friend.

· Can people be happy without friends? Give reasons.

· Is it important to be a friend for somebody?
