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ЗАВДАННЯ
І етапу Всеукраїнської олімпіади з англійської мови

9 клас (6 сторінок)
Listening Comprehension Test for 9-th Form Students
Text:”The Box of Robbers” from American Fairy Tales by L. Frank Baum
Glossery: tarnished – тьмяний, неяскравий;   brassheaded – жовтувато-мідний

                tanned – засмаглий на сонці ;         lased - шнурований     
      No one intended to leave Martha alone that afternoon, but it happened that everyone was called away, for one reason or another. Mrs. McFarland was attending the weekly card party held by the Women’s Anti-Gambling League. Sister Nell’s young man had called quite unexpectedly to take her for a long drive. Papa was at the office, as usual. It was Mary Ann’s day out. As for Emily, she certainly should have stayed in the house and looked after the little girl; but Emily had a restless nature. 

      “Would you mind, miss, if I just crossed the alley to speak a word to Mrs. Carleton’s girl?” she asked Martha. 

      “Course not,” replied the child. “You’d better lock the back door and take the key, for I shall be upstairs”. 

      “Oh, I’ll do that, of course, miss”, said the delighted maid, and ran away to spend the afternoon with her friend, leaving Martha quite alone in the big house, and locked in. 

      The little girl read a few pages in her book, sewed a few stitches in her embroidery and started to “play visiting” with her four favorite dolls. Then she remembered that in the attic was a doll’s playhouse that hadn’t been used for month, so she decided she would dust it and put it in order. 

      Filled with this idea, the girl climbed the winding stairs to the big room under the roof. It was well lit by three dormer windows and was warm and pleasant. Around the walls were rows of boxes and trunks, piles of old carpeting, pieces of  damaged furniture, bundies of discarded clothing and other odds and ends of more or less value. Every well-regulated house has an attic of this sort, so I need not describe it. 

      The doll’s house had been moved, but after a search Martha found it away over in a corner near the big chimney. 

      She drew it out and noticed that behind it was a black wooden chest which Uncle Walter had sent over from Italy years and years ago – before Martha was born, in fact. Mamma had told her about it one day; how there was no key to it, because Uncle Walter wished it to remain unopened until he returned home; and how this wandering uncle, who was a mighty hunter, had gone into Africa to hunt elephants and had never been heard from afterwards. The little girl looked at the chest curiously, now that it had by accident attracted her attention. 

      It was quite big – bigger even than mamma’s traveling trunk – and was studded all over with tarnished brassheaded  nails. It was heavy, too, for when Martha tried to lift one end of it she found she could not stir it a bit. But there was a place in the side of the cover for a key. She stopped to examine the lock, and saw that it would take a rather big key to open it. 

      Then, as you may suspect, the little girl longed to open Uncle Walter’s big box and see what was in it. For we are all curious, and little girls are just as curious as the rest of us. 

      “I don’t believe Uncle Walter’ll ever come back,” – she thought. “Papa said once that some elephant must have killed him. If I only had a key – “She stopped and clapped  her little hands together gaily as she remembered a big basket of keys on the shelf in the linen closet. They were of all sorts and sizes; perhaps one of them would unlock the mysterious chest!

           She flew down the stairs, found the basket and returned with it to the attic. Then she sat down before the brass-studded box and began trying one key after another in the curious old lock. Some were too large, but most were too small. One would go into the lock but would not turn; another stuck so fast that she feared for a time that she would never get it out again. But at last, when the basket was also empty, an oddly-shaped, ancient brass key slipped easily into the lock. With a cry of joy Martha turned the key with both hands; then she heard a sharp “click”, and the next moment the heavy lid flew up of its own accord! 

      The little girl learned over the edge of the chest an instant, and the sight that met her eyes caused her to start back in amazement. 

      Slowly and carefully a man unpacked himself from the chest, stepped out upon the floor, stretched his limbs and then took off his hat and bowed politely to the astonished child. 

      He was tall and thin and his face seemed badly tanned or sunburnt. 

      Then another man emerged from the chest, yawning and rubbing his eyes like a sleepy schoolboy. He was of middle size and his skin seemed as badly tanned as that of the first.

      While Martha stared open-mouthed at the remarkable sight a third man crawled from the chest. He had the same complexion as his fellows, but was short and fat. 

      All three were dressed in a curious manner. They wore short jackets of red velvet braided with gold, and knee trousers of sky – blue satin with silver buttons. Over their stockings were laced wide ribbons of red and yellow and blue, while their hats had broad brims with high, peaked  crowns, from which fluttered yards of  bright-colored ribbons. 

        They had big gold rings in their ears and rows of knives and pistols in their belts. Their eyes were black and glittering and they wore long, fierce mustaches, curling at the ends like a pig’s tail. 
Task 1

Write if the statement is true - or if it is false

1. Martha’s father doesn’t work a lot. 

2. Martha didn’t want to be left alone in the house. 

3. Martha first went to the attic to find a doll’s playhouse. 

4. The author thought that Martha’s attic was very typical. 

5. The doll’s house was in front of a black wooden chest. 

6. Martha moved the chest before she opened it. 

7. Most of the keys Martha tried in the lock were too big.

8. The first man to step out of the chest did so politely. 

9. The second man to step out of the chest was the fattest. 

10. The men had weapons. 

Task 2
Choose the correct answer: (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C or D).
          1. Mrs. McFarland…

                A.was gambling

                B.was working

                C.was playing cards

                D. had the day of
      2. Emeline was Martha’s…
                A. sister

                B. mother

                C. friend

                D. maid

3. All of these were in the attic EXCEPT…

                     A. rows of boxes

                     B. windows

                     C. odds and ends

                     D. a basket of keys

              4. The chest…

                     A. had never been in the attic before

                     B. had recently been sent from Italy

                     C. had been in the attic for many years

                     D. had come from Africa many years ago
           5.  According to the text, Uncle Walter was many things EXCEPT…

       A. a mighty hunter

       B. an alligator wrestler

       C. a world traveler

       D. a victim of a horrible elephant attack

6.  Judging by the lock on the trunk, the key would have to be

       A. brass

       B. oddly-shaped

       C. long

       D. big

 7. The key that opened the chest was…

        A. the first key Martha took out of the basket

        B. one of the first keys Martha took out of the basket

        C. one of the last keys left in the basket

        D. the last key left in the basket

  8. The men had…

         A. dark complexions and earrings

         B. short moustaches and rings on their fingers

         C. brown eyes and pig-tails

         D. plain clothes and swords

   9. The men’s clothing included…

         A. red velvet trousers 

         B. sky-blue jackets 

         C. golden stockings

         D. hats with ribbons

    10. In this story Martha is everything EXCEPT…

          A. curious

          B. illogical

          C. independent

          D. amazed.

Reading the 9- th form 
 Text 1. “To Build a Fire” by Jack London
The man looked along the way he had come. The Yukon lay a mile wide and hidden under three feet of ice. On top of this ice were as many feet of snow. It was all pure white. North and south, as far as his eyes could see, it was unbroken white. The one thing that relieved the whiteness was a thing dark line that covered from  the pine-covered island to the south. This dark line was the trail – the main trail… But all this – the distant trail, no sun in the sky, the great cold, and the strongest of all – had no effect on the man. It was not because he was long  familiar  with it. He was a newcomer in the land, and this was his first winter. The trouble with him was that he was not able to imagine. He was quick and ready with the things of life, but only in the things, and not in their meanings. Fifty degrees below zero meant 80 degrees of frost. Such facts told him that it was cold and uncomfortable, and that was all. It did not lead him to consider  his weakness as a creature affected by temperature. Nor did he think about man’s general weakness, able to live only within narrow limits of heat and cold. From there, it did not lead him to thoughts of heaven and the meaning of a man’s life. 
Questions: (write if the statements are true or false)
1. Jack London’s description of the setting creates a scene of loneliness.

2. The man described seems to be a man who can’t see ahead to the consequences of his actions.

3. London says that this man knows only the “things of life” but not their meanings. This means he likes to own many material objects; he is greedy.

4. “Nor did he think of man’s general weakness, able to live only within narrow limits of heat and cold”. This means that humans have a small temperature range between which he can survive. 

5. “From there, it did not lead him to thoughts of heaven and the meaning of a man’s life”. From this, we understand that the man only thinks of immediate facts and problems.

6. This introduction leads the reader to sense that the man will make a terrible mistake. 

7. The man was a veteran of such winter situations as in the Yukon. 

8. Fifty degrees below zero equals eighty degrees of frost. 

9. The landscape of the Yukon is treeless. 

10. The dark line showed a deep crack in the ice.  
Text 2. “Ask Marilyn”, by Marilyn Vor Savant
      What song is sung by more people than any other? In the English language, the “Happy Birthday” song is considered to be sung most often. Written by Mildred and Patty Hill in1893, it was first called “Good morning to all” and was intended as a welcome song for schoolchildren. The sisters didn’t obtain a copyright until 1935, so the lyrics (but not the melody, in the case) are covered by copyright law until 2010. You may sing the song to your husband at home, but you may not wrest the microphone from J.Lo at Madison Square Garden and sing it to him in public, unless you pay a royalty. Nor may waiters sing it to him in your neighborhood restaurant: That’s a performance. This is why some restaurants twist the lyrics to a form that’s more acceptable and more interesting. 

Choose the correct answer:

         1.  The most song sung most often after 1893 was

                      A. never copyright

                      B. at first meant as a welcome to schoolchildren

                      C. sung first in Madison Square Garden

                      D. only allowed in restaurants by law

          2.  In 1935, the Hill sisters were able to protect the song’s

                      A. lyrics 

                      B. melody

                      C. title

                       D. royalty

           3. Copyright law is designed to

                      A. protect artists from lawsuits 

                      B. help people copy materials

                      C. protect the original ideas of artists from being copied

                      D. restrict public performances

           4. Royalties are

                      A. honorary titles given to artists with good ideas 

                      B. not seen in public, only in private 

                      C. performed in restaurants, but twisted or changed

                      D. payments made to an artist when his or her ideas are used

           5. The Hill’s song was originally titled

                       A. “Happy Birthday” 

                       B. “Good Morning to All”

                       C. “A Welcome Song”     

                      D. “A Song for School Children”

Text 3. (From To Build a Fire by Jack London) 
      The dog was sorry to leave and looked toward the fire. This man did not know cold. Possibly none of his ancestors had known cold, real cold. But the dog knew and all of its family knew. And it knew that it was not good to walk outside in such fearful cold. It was the time to lie in a hole in the snow and to wait for this awful cold to stop. There was no real bond between the dog and the man. The one was the slave of the other. The dog made no effort to indicate its fears to the man. It was not concerned with the well-being of the man. It was for its own sake that it looked toward the fire. But the man whistled, and spoke to it with the sound of the whip in his voice. So the dog started walking close to the man heels and followed him along the trail. 

Choose the correct answer.

1. This portion of the story represents the point of view of

A. the master of the dog

B. the dog’s family pack

C. the dog

D. the man’s companion
2. It is clear from this paragraph that

E. this dog has been severely punished by the man in the past

F. the dog is disobedient

G. the dog is loyal

H. the dog does not belong to the man
3. The dog understood what should be done in such cold, because

I. his family has come for him

J. his animal instincts tell him to seek warmth and protection  

K. the man commanded him to take cover

L. the dog was a well-trained rescue dog

4. The dog obeys the man because

a. he is concerned about the man since the man does not understand

      the dangers  of the cold                                        

b. the man began to whip him 

c. the man whistled to him to reassure him 

d. the man spoke with the threat of the whip in his voice

5. The dog made no effort to indicate its fear because

e. it knew the man could not understand his fear

f. he wanted to protect the man

g. the man was his slave

h. he knew the weather would change

                                   Теми для письмового мовлення.
8-9 класи

1. Your pen friend decides to visit you in Ukraine .Write him/her a letter. Include this information:

· tell him/her what to prepare for this trip to Ukraine;

· say what meal will give him a little taste of Ukrainian cuisine;

· say where will you take him/her in your town.

2. You are on a holiday at the seaside and you have just met a film star. Write a letter to you friend:

· write a few words about the weather;

· write about who you met and where you met him;

· ask about your friend’s holiday.

Усне мовлення проводиться за питаннями ДПА 2011 року для 9 класу !

